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We are pleased to offer you this Christmas
edition of our newsletter. In this newsletter
you will receive information from the Chair of
Child Support The Netherlands Bas van
Pruijssen, Director in Ghana Dan Seidu and
family van Arkel, who have visited Wa, Ghana.
We are now in a hopeful stage and see that
Child Support under the daily management of
Dan and the mothers deserve a chance.
In addition, we also want to remember that
exactly a year ago Eric Coomans is deceased.
We think with respect of him and thank him
for what he has done for the children in Wa.

In ancient minutes Eric wrote a quote of the
month, which is very appropriate for now.
Child Support needs your - financial - support
very much. And even it makes you happier!

BEING RICH IS NOT ABOUT WHAT YOU HAVE,
BUT ABOUT WHAT YOU GIVE….

Dear sponsors and others who are involved in
Child Support’s future,
In June 2016, we sent
you the latest
newsletter. It took a
long time before we
again report how Child
Support is doing. And
there is something to
tell.
In these days we think of Eric who died on
December 18 last year. With all people we try
to ensure that his life's work will go on in Wa.
When we look back at this tumultuous year,
we can happily say that it goes well with the
children and the organization of Wa Yiri.
Looking back we do of course from a distance,
in the Netherlands. But last year, a number of
people visited Child Support in Wa and have
come back with positive stories about the
living conditions of the children and the
organization headed by Daniel Seidu and
mothers. Ton and Trudy van Arkel visited the
children of Child Support last November and
in this newsletter they report about their
experiences.
Of course there are plenty of challenges ahead
for the people there to solve. But the board
here is also busy in the Netherlands. The
disappearance of our centipede Eric revealed
some uncertainties in this organization. I
wrote about this in the last newsletter.
Because of his absence the link between the
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children and their foster families became
unclear: payments by foster families no longer
run smoothly and lack of information which
children have left. We lack many addresses, so
it is difficult to get in touch with our
relationships outside Ghana. The Website is
barely maintained in this last year. This year
there haven’t been any volunteers. The board
in the Netherlands is active in solving these
problems. Fortunately, we don’t have to do it
alone.

Last December 10 we met in Utrecht with a
number of relations from the very beginning.
We report in this newsletter about this
positive meeting in which many people have
offered assistance to help Child Support
Ghana.
Of course your financial contributions are the
most important factor in a successful
continuation of Child Support in Wa. Whether
as a foster family, as a member of the club of
100 or interested people who occasionally
donate some money. All these contributions
support the continuity of the care for children
in Wa. Daniel Seidu is working hard in Ghana
to gather some necessary income in addition
to your donations.
Finally, I would like to wish you a wonderful
Christmas and the best wishes for 2017. I also
hope that the accompanying wishes of our
children and caregivers in Wa inspire you to
continue your support. I finish with our good
intention to send a newsletter to you now
every three months.
Kind regards,
Bas van Pruijssen,

Chairman of the board Child Support
Netherlands

A MESSAGE TO OUR SPONSORS
The days run fast; like a snap of the fingers,
the year has already run its full course and a
new year is already dawning.
On exactly the same day last year, our good
friend and papa, Papa Eric, left us.
He was for us, the face of all of you kind
hearted people of The Netherlands, who have
voluntarily decided to make our burdens your
own.
He connected us with you and his sudden
passing away, left us wondering what our fate
was going to be.
The future simply looked bleak and empty.
One year on however, we can attest to the
genuineness of your commitment to the
course that Eric stood for, and persuaded you
all to join in.
We particularly appreciate the effort of
Chairman Bas and the Dutch Board in trying to
galvanize the active participation of all the
friends and sponsors of Child Support. We
equally acknowledge and appreciate the
sacrifices of all the foster families whose
contributions have kept the organization
moving. On behalf of all the girls who are the
main beneficiaries of your hard work and
contributions, I thank you for keeping faith
with us.
Child Support Children’s home now has 34
girls.
This past June, three of our girls successfully
completed Junior High School and are all
currently in Secondary Schools. The
interesting thing about this is that, the one
amongst the three who had the best grades,
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and got admitted to a very good Secondary
School, was a girl who was found in the
market selling and was picked up against the
wishes of her Anti and put in school.
Another three are in their final year of Junior
High now and will be sitting their final exam
next June. The rest in the lower forms are all
taking their schooling seriously as they
understand that their continuous stay in the
Home is largely dependent on their good
performance in school.
This hopeful situation is not however without
challenges. At the moment, our only source of
funding is the contributions we receive from
the foster families. That is only just enough to
cater for the feeding and schooling of the
children in the home. Other equally important
basic needs such as clothing, soap, etc, and
also maintenance of the home and other
needful progress work do not have a budget.
An even more disturbing situation is the
irregular payment of contribution by some of
our loving foster families, which is threatening
to make it impossible for the Dutch Board to
be able to keep assisting the organization.
This situation notwithstanding, day in day out,
extended family relations are coming and
seeking to have orphaned girls or girls from
very poor families admitted to the Home. But
the lack of funds does not permit as to give
the needed assistance.
Management therefore wishes to take this
opportunity to appeal to all sympathizers of
the course of Child Support, to please assist us
in securing the future of the organization, and
also help all these children who need our help.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.
Dan Seidu
Director.

Visiting Wa
Last November we visited Child Support. We
were wondering how everybody was doing
after the death of Eric. In addition, we wanted
to show the kids and mothers, we still want to
support them and still feel very sympathetic
with a warm heart.
Fortunately, we can report that we went
home with a happy feeling! Everything goes
fine! The children looked happy, healthy, wellfed and well dressed. The atmosphere was
excellent as usual at the compound.
We slept in the compound so that we could
experience the children (and mothers) 24
hours a day. On Saturday afternoon we
arrived and on Tuesday morning we left again.
It was nice to have both a weekend day as a
day with school going children: so we could
enjoy their presence for 2 days. So nice to see
how they enjoy playing with so little. They
look after each other and help each other.
Argument or disagreement: we have not seen!
They all have "chores" and it is held tightly to
the hand.
Praise for the mothers. Everything runs
smoothly without having the idea that they
have to struggle for it.
Eric's job is now completely taken over by
Pastor Dan Seidu. He certainly comes by 4
times a day to see if everything goes well. The
administration was neatly organized. Each
child had a file of data, reports, medical
records etc. The children were hanging on Dan
as they did with Eric. On Sunday afternoon he
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gives them a few hours of English lessons.
Several children wrote a letter to their foster
parents. We were amazed about how well
they have mastered the English language.
Both orally and in writing!
Again we have had wonderful days at Child
Support! If you have the opportunity to visit
Child Support, we recommend it for sure! As a
foster family send a personal letter or a
picture, they love it. Foster parents aren’t for
the children "just people who pay for
them”but they are really important in their
lives. They showed us letters and pictures that
were sometimes many years old, but were
kept as precious treasures!
Susanne, Ton and Trudy van Arkel

We wish everyone who cares about Child
Support a Merry Christmas and a good 2017!
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